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Staff Report ï Community Development Department 
 
 

Response to 2009-2010 Grand Jury Report 
Leaf Blower Hazards in San Luis Obispo County  

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Council approve the recommended response to the Grand Jury Report on Leaf Blower 
Hazards in San Luis Obispo County and direct staff to forward the approved response 
to the Presiding Judge of the San Luis Obispo Superior Court by July 29, 2010. 
 
 

DISCUSSION: 

Background:   On April 30, 2010, the Grand Jury issued a report on Leaf Blower 
Hazards in San Luis Obispo County.  The report lists one Grand Jury recommendation 
which requires a response from the Atascadero City Council.   

 
The Grand Jury recommends that the City of Atascadero adopt an ordinance requiring 
1) a two-year phase-out of all two-cycle gasoline leaf blowers and 2) restricting the days 
and hours of operation allowed for leaf blower use as those currently in effect within the 
City of San Luis Obispo.    

Analysis:  The issue of leaf blower impacts has not been raised as a local priority issue.  
Staff is not aware of any complaints regarding leaf blowers in recent years.  The 
preparation and enforcement of a leaf blower ordinance would create an impact to the 
Cityôs code enforcement resources.  Due to City fiscal constraints and staffing 
limitations, staff is recommending that the Council not adopt an ordinance as 
recommended by the Grand Jury (refer to Attachment 1).   

 
 

FISCAL IMPACT:  
 
Fiscal impact of preparing and enforcing a leaf blower ordinance is currently unknown.   
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ATTACHMENTS:  
 

Attachment 1: Grand Jury Report entitled, ñ Leaf Blower hazards in San Luis Obispo 

Countyò 
Attachment 2:  Response Letter to the Presiding Judge and Grand Jury 
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Attachment 1 :  Grand Jury Report entitled, òLeaf Blower hazards in San Luis Obispo Countyó  
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